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FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Company: 

The  time  prescribed  by  our  organic  law  having  arrived,  the 
Board  of  Directors  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
history  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year: 

The  disastrous  tire  in  February,  was  the  most  prominent 
occurrence  of  the  year,  and  it  has  in  many  directions  seriously 
impaired,  for  the  time  being,  the  usefulness  of  the  Library. 
It  broke  out  eai’ly  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  25t,h  of 
February,  in  a  building  on  Chestnut  Street  used  for  theatrical 
performances.  The  flames  spread  rapidly,  and  the  building  was 
soon  a  burning  mass.  When  the  rear  wall  fell  outwards  against 
our  south  wall  and  roof,  the  latter  was  partially  crushed  in,  and 
the  fire  at  once  communicated  to  it,  the  flames  spreading  along  its 
entire  length.  The  efforts  of  the  firemen  were  now  directed  to 
the  extinguishment,  of  these  flames,  which,  for  a  time,  threatened 
total  destruction  to  our  property  ;  and  it  was  this  attempt  to  save 
the  building  that  caused  the  greatest  damage  to  our  collection  of 
books.  Very  few,  if  any,  of  these  were  burned.  Some  were 
slightly  charred  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  falling  debris  that 
had  been  exposed  to  an  intense  heat,  but  nearly  all  of  those 
on  the  south  side  were  deluged  with  water.  The  number 
of  them  was  upwards  of  50,000,  embracing,  unfortunately,  all  our 
most  rare  and  valuable  ones  ;  many  of  them  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  replace.  Some  few,  and  these  the  less  valuable, 
escaped  ;  others  of  a  higher  grade,  though  damaged  to  a  considera¬ 
ble  extent,  are  yet  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  ordinary  use  with 
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a,  moderate  degree  of  care,  but  the  bindings  are  so  weakened 
as  to  need  renewal  in  a  short  period. 

The  loss  on  the  building  and  on  the  furniture,  amounting  re¬ 
spectively  to  $8,500  and  $1,100,  were  matters  of  comparatively 
easy  adjustment ;  but  to  adjust  that  on  the  books  required  more 
descrimination.  In  a  purely  commercial  point  of  view,  they 
were  worth  less  than  so  much  old  paper  by  the  weight  of 
water  contained  in  them.  As  hooks,  they  were  of  no  value;  but 
by  subjecting  them  to  a  careful  process  of  restoration,  they  might 
be  made  of  value  to  us.  All  matters  at  issue  were  submitted  to 
the  arbitration  of  disinterested  gentlemen  as  competent  and  relia¬ 
ble  as  could  he  selected,  and  their  award  was  that  we  should 
receive  as  damage  on  books  the  sum  of  $42,228,  and  should  also 
have  the  privilege  of  retaining  the  damaged  hooks  to  do  as  best  we 
could  with  them.  Although  this  amount  does  not  represent 
nearly  the  actual  loss,  yet  in  the  end  it  may  prove  quite  as  advan¬ 
tageous,  as  to  incur  the  risks  attendant  on  tedious  and  costly  liti¬ 
gation  in  pursuit  of  a  larger  sum. 

Those  books  so  seriously  damaged  as  to  be  unfit  for  use  have, 
if  of  moderate  value  only,  been  condemned  ;  some  have  been  re¬ 
bound  or  repaired,  and  still  others  will  be  subjected  to  the  same 
processes  with  all  due  haste,  consideration  being  had  not  only  for 
their  actual  condition,  but  for  the  degree  of  existing  or  future  de¬ 
mand. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  the  next  day  after  the 
fire,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  re-open  the  Library  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  As  the  eastern  end  of  the  building  had 
suffered  but  slight  damage,  the  Directors’  room  situated  in  it,  was 
opened  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  28th,  for  the  reception  of  hooks  that 
had  been  in  circulation,  and  the  Newspaper  room  was  opened  the 
same  day.  On  Saturday,  March  3d,  the  ordinary  operations  of 
the  Library  were  resumed,  the  circulation  of  books  being  however 
restricted  to  the  uninjured  classes,  and  to  those  of  the  other  classes 
that  had  been  returned  since  the  fire.  The  most  popular  hooks 
were  of  course  those  in  circulation,  and  as  they  were  brought  in 
from  day  to  day,  they  served  to  meet  in  a  large  degree  the  ordi¬ 
nary  demands;  and  thus,  very  much  less  inconvenience  was  felt 
on  this  score,  than  might  otherwise  have  been  supposed. 
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BOOKS. 

Number  of  Volumes  in  the  Library,  Jan.  1,  1877,  130,814 

Additions  during  1877  :  Volumes. 

By  purchase,  -  6,554 

By  binding  periodicals,  -  -  -  195 

By  gift,  .....  158 

6,907 

Deductions  during  1877:  Volumes. 

By  duplicates  sold,  -  -  -  143 

By  volumes  damaged  and  condemned,  8,532 

8,675 

Net  deductions,  -  -  -  -  -  1,768 

Whole  number  of  Volumes,  Jan.  1,  1878  (by  count),  129,046 
“  “  “  “  after  excluding 

sale  duplicates,  (9221,)  ....  .119,825 

Whole  number  of  unbound  pamphlets,  Jan.  1,  1878,  9,820 

CIRCULATION. 

Although  there  were  but  five  days  in  addition  to  Sundays  and 
holidays  on  which  no  books  were  given  out,  the  interruptions  and 
restrictions  necessarily  resulting  from  the  hre,  materially  dimin¬ 
ished  the  circulation  throughout  the  six  months  immediately 


following  the  fire. 

O 

Greatest  number  of  Volumes  issued  in  any  one  day, 

January  13,  -  -  -  -  -  -  1,497 

Least  number  of  Volumes  issued  in  any  one  day, 

March  26,  .....  224 

Whole  number  issued  during  1877,  -  -  -  184,674 

Average  daily  circulation  (301  days  of  issue),  -  613 

Whole  number  issued  during  the  time  the  Library  was 

in  full  operation  (148  days),  -  -  -  107,143 

Average  circulation  during  the  time  the  Library  was  in 
full  operation  (148  days), 
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MEMBERSHIP. 


Whole 

Number 

Additions 

Deductions 

Whole 

Number 

Jan.  1, 1877. 

During  1S77. 

During  1877. 

Jan.  1,  1878. 

Perpetual  shares,  93 

93 

Lite  “  -  -  400 

16 

5 

411 

Common  “  -  -  8,492 

Sold  for  cash,  in  1877, 

5 

Converted  from  scrip  in  1877, 

Merged  into  life  memberships  in  1877, 

19 

3 

Forfeited, 

906 

7,607 

• 

8,111 

Subscribers,  - 

- 

- 

185 

Total  number  of  persons  entitled  to  use 

the  Libi 

•ary, 

8,296 

VISITS  TO  THE  ROOMS. 

Number  on  business  days,  148  days, 

- 

- 

217,350 

Average,  ------ 

- 

- 

1,467 

Number  on  Sundays,  25  days,  - 

- 

- 

20,920 

Average,  ------ 

- 

- 

836 

Number  on  holidays,  3  days, 

- 

- 

4,520 

Average,  ------ 

- 

- 

1,507 

Number  during  the  whole  year,  176  days, 

- 

242,789 

Average, . 

- 

- 

1,380 

PERIODICALS  AND  NEWSPAPERS. 


The  number  of  these  is 

substantially  the  same  as 

heretofore  re- 

ported. 

American. 

Foreign. 

Total 

Quarterlies,  - 

15 

17 

32 

Monthlies, 

-  66 

52 

118 

Weeklies, 

-  172 

41 

213 

Dailies, 

-  118 

6 

124 

Issued  at  other  intervals, 

12 

3 

15 

383 

119 

502 
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The  Board  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  returning 
in  this  public  manner,  their  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  neigh¬ 
borly  courtesy  extended  to  us,  at  the  time  of  the  lire,  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Hew  York 
who  freely  proffered  to  us  the  use  of  such  unoccupied  portions 
of  their  building  as  we  might  need.  We  availed  ourselves  of 
their  kindness,  and  the  facilities  thus  afforded  for  the  drying  of 
our  damaged  books  have  added  very  considerably  to  what  their 
value  would  otherwise  have  been. 

In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  passed  at  your 
last  annual  meeting,  a  book  has  been  provided  in  which  mem¬ 
bers  are  privileged  to  make  any  communication  which  they 
wish  to  reach  the  Board.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  mere  matter  of  form,  but  that  members  will  feel  perfect 
freedom  in  promptly  communicating  a  knowledge  of  any  griev¬ 
ances  under  which  they  labor,  or  any  suggestions  that  they  wish 
to  offer  for  the  promotion  of  our  common  interests.  Similar 
provision  had  already  been  made  for  the  registration  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  books,  so  that  no  new  action  was  needed  on  that  head. 
Both  of  these  books  are  placed  on  the  counter  in  the  main 
Library  room. 

As  it  required  considerable  time  to  repair  the  damage 
done  to  the  building  by  the  fire,  the  Board  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  making  other  needed  im¬ 
provements  and  repairs.  The  gallery  which  had  been  erected 
in  1875  was  already  becoming  well  filled,  and  its  extension 
was  obviously  only  a  question  of  time,  and  indeed  a  very  short 
time.  After  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  it  was  deemed 
better  to  make  it  while  the  Library  was  thus  closed,  than  to 
subject  the  members  to  a  second  deprivation  of  this  kind  when 
the  necessity  should  be  forced  on  us.  It  became  necessary  to  re¬ 
place  the  windows  that  had  been  removed  at  the  original  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  building,  as  the  lower  alcoves  would  otherwise  be 
darkened  by  the  gallery  extension  overhead.  This  has  resulted 
not  only  in  giving  additional  light,  but  in  greatly  improved 
ventilation  and  comfort.  As  more  space  was  needed  for  the  in¬ 
creasing  work  of  the  Bindery,  the  room  formerly  used  for  that 
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purpose  changed  places  with  the  Conversation  room.  The  retir¬ 
ing  rooms,  which  had  formerly  been  in  the  Library,  were  a  fre¬ 
quent  source  of  annoyance  and  offence,  and  a  new  building  entirely 
disconnected  from  the  main  one,  but  easily  accessible,  was  erected 
for  that  purpose  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  Library  on  the  south. 
The  aggregate  cost  of  all  the  improvements  and  repairs  was  about 
$20,000. 

The  stockholders  will  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  still  in  debt  on 
our  real  estate  to  the  extent  of  $50,000,  towards  which  we  have 
a  Sinking  Fund  of  $13,099.23,  of  which  $10,000  is  invested  in 
City  of  Pittsburgh  Bonds,  bearing  seven  per  cent,  interest. 
These  bonds  it  is  not  now  expedient  to  put  on  the  market,  but 
the  Board  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  the  highest 
importance  to  free  ourselves  of  debt  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  determined  to  pay  off  $30,000  at  the 
present  time,  and  negotiate  a  new  obligation  for  the  remainder, 
at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent.,  which  we  are  now 
paying. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  MORRIS  PEROT, 

President. 

John  Lardner, 

Secretary. 

/ 

LIBRARY  FUNDS. 

Beck  Fund. — Legacy  of  Paul  Beck,  Jr.,  in  1846.  Principal  $100 ;  invested 
in  City  Loan.  Income,  $6. 

Cope  Fund. — Gift  of  Thos.  P.  Cope,  in  1851.  Principal  $1000;  invested  in 
Bond  of  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Co.  Income,  $60. 

Morton  Fund. — Gift  of  Samuel  C.  Morton,  in  1865.  Principal  $1000 ;  inves¬ 
ted  in  City  Warrant.  Income,  $60. 

Waln  Fund. — Gift  of  S.  Morris  Wain.  Principal  $700;  invested  in  City 
Loan.  Income,  $42. 

Williamson  Fund. — Gift  of  Isaiah  V.  Williamson,  in  1870  and  1873.  Prin¬ 
cipal,  $12,500  invested  in  ground  rents,  and  $36,000  in  coal  and  timber 
lands  not  now  productive.  Income,  $750. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING- 


Philadelphia,  January  loth,  1878. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  Stockholders  was  held  this  evening  at  8  P.  M.,  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  room,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
T.  Morris  Perot. 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Blakemore,  was  nominated  and  elected  Chairman. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  January  16th,  1877,  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  to  the  Stockholders  was  read  by  Mr. 
Barnwell. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report,  showing  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Library, 
January  1st,  1878,  of  $26,239.34,  was  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  Directors  for  the  ensuing  year, 
to  be  voted  for  at  the  next  annual  election. 


Chas.  M.  Taylor, 
Wm.  L.  Dubois, 
Wm.  H.  Lambert, 


Alfred  Moore, 
Alfred  Mellor, 
Craig  D.  Ritchie. 


The  Chair  appointed  the  following  Tellers  to  conduct  the  election. 


Joseph  Fleming, 
George  B.  Ayres, 


J.  A.  Gardner, 
J.  E.  French. 


On  motion,  adjourned. 


JOHN  LARDXER, 


Recording  Secretary. 


12 


JOHN  H.  WATT \  Treasurer,  in,  account  with 


T>B.  To  Cash  received  from 

Taxes  from  Stockholders,  ....  $26,492  05 

“  Subscribers,  ....  1,056  00 

Extra  Taxes,  .  .  .  .  .  24  00 

Loan  of  extra  Books,  ....  2,247  50 

Fines  on  Books,  .....  1,778  60 

Delivery  orders,  .  .  .  .  33  75 

Interest  on  Cope  Fund,  .  .  .  .  60  00 

“  “  Beck  Fund,  ....  6  00 

“  “  Morton  Fund,  .  .  .  .  33  75 

“  “  Wain  Fund,  ....  42  00 

“  “  Williamson  Fund,  .  .  649  50 

“  “  Deposits,  .  .  .  .  863  94 

Catalogues  sold,  .  .  .  .  .  9  00 

Books  “  ....  108  65 

Papers  “  .....  104  60 

Sale  of  Stock,  .....  30  00 

“  Life  Memberships,  ....  160  00 

Insurance  on  Books,  ....  40,050  57 

“  “  Building,  ....  8,232  28 


Total  Receipts,  ....  81,982  19 

Balance,  January  1st,  1877,  .  .  1,315  17 


$83,297  36 


Examined,  compared  with  vouchers,  and  found  correct. 


EDWARD  BAINS,  ) 

WM.  H.  LAMBERT,  l  Auditing  Committee. 
ALFRED  MOORE,  ) 
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TEE  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  CO.,  1877 • 


By  Cash  paid  for 

CJR. 

Books,  ..... 

$  8,233  68 

Periodicals,  ..... 

2,494  56 

Binding,  .... 

4,063  88 

Salaries,  ..... 

10,550  00 

Gas,  ..... 

2,120  30 

Fuel,  ..... 

1,421  79 

Water  and  lee,  .... 

299  03 

Insurance  on  Books,  .... 

283  69 

Insurance  on  Building, 

456  66 

Printing,  ..... 

311  91 

Advertising,  .... 

360  52 

Postage  and  stamps,  .... 

196  61 

Stationery  and  blank  books, 

80  42 

Improvements,  repairs,  &c., 

22,623  74 

Interest  on  City  Warrant,  M.  F., 

32  93 

Ground  Rent,  ..... 

3,000  00 

Incidentals,  .... 

459  80 

Bindery,  ..... 

68  50 

Total  Expenditures, 

$57,058  02 

Balance  on  hand  January  1st,  1878, 

26,239  34 

$83,297  36 

JOHN  H.  WATT, 

Treasurer. 


Philadelphia,  Jan.  11th,  1878. 
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1 

Paid  for 

Periodicals. 
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9 

220  (8 

1 825 

345 

(III 

94 

34 

11 
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00 
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32 

34 

is 

17 

278  85 

1827 
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00 

1573 

1  0 

403 

104 

22 

20 

530  46 

1828 

916  50  *  ISO 

00 

702 

00 

5(i 

246 

98 

88 

50 

1(6 

04 

442  12 

1829 

*  530  50 

921 

00 

(in 

086 

08 

107 

1 '2 

4  9 

906  11 

1830 

*  532  25 

..... 

458 

on 

18 

51 

1 1 93 

398 

14 

98 

(if 

1  17 

M, 

014  11 

1831 

485  00 

208 

00 

264 

00 1 . 

56 

41 

1590 

49 

609 

33 

62 

(  11 

79 

41 

750  54 

1832 

841  50 

234 

00 

311 

00 

52 

21 

1485 

33 

SCO 

83 

119 

65 

85 

28 

514  76 

1833 

986  00 

279 

37 

115 

00 

53 

49 

1461 

05 

314 

59 

115 

46 

97 

1< 

527  15 

1834 

879  75 

270 

00 

65 

00 

38 

16 

1280 

65 

233 

05 

89 

31 

55 

91 

37  8  26 

188i 

830  00 

283 

50 

40 

00 

48 

81 

1231 

7  I 

9,1-  8 

56 

100 

00 

58 

4< 

446  96 

1836 

827  25 

247 

50 

260 

00 

53 

61 

2892 

56 

377 

03 

35 

00 

43 

55 

455  58 

1837 

1271  12 

414 

12 

302 

00 

42 

08 

3.4)3 

00 

286 

17 

86 

50 

62 

12 

424  79 

1838 

1016  66 

386 

50 

547 

00 

70 

29 

2001 

95 

317 

67 

188 

95 

78 

30 

584  98 

1839 

1055  00 

326 

50 

450 

oo 

65 

44 

1932 

25 

284 

26 

118 

40 

130 

65 

533  31 

1810 

1084  50 

359 

00 

580 

00 

59 

82 

3527 

ID 

508 

28 

81 

(0 

127 

02 

716  90 
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LIST  OF*  PAPERS 


ON  FILE  IN  THE 


Newspaper  Room. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Inquirer,  2  copies. 
North  American,  2  copies. 

Evening  Bulletin,  5  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  3  copies. 

The  Press,  3  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  3  copies. 

The  Times,  3  copies. 

Public  Record,  2  copies. 

Evening  Chronicle,  3  copies. 
Evening  Express,  2  copies,  gift. 

The  Day,  2  copies,  gift. 

The  Evening  Herald,  2  copies,  gift. 
The  Sun,  gift. 

City  Item,  2  copies,  gift. 

Evening  Star,  2  copies,  gift. 
Philadelphia  Abend-Post,  gift. 
Philadelphia  Demokrat. 
Philadelphia  Freie  Presse. 

American  Exchange. 

Business  Advocate,  gift. 

Bulletin  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Asso¬ 
ciation,  gift. 

Catholic  Standard,  gift. 

Christian  Instructor,  gift. 

Christian  Recorder,  gift. 

Christian  Standard,  gift. 

Commercial  List. 

Frankford  Gazette,  gift. 

Episcopal  Recorder. 

Frankford  Herald,  gift. 

Jewish  Record,  gift. 

The  Journal. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 


:  Insurance  Reporter,  gift.. 

National  Baptist, 
j  Lutheran  Observer,  gift. 
Philadelphia  Intelligencer,  gift 
Presbyterian. 

Practical  Farmer,  gift. 

Saturday  Evening  Mirror,  gift. 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 

Saturday  Night. 

Sunday  Dispatch,  2  copies. 

Sunday  Mercury,  2  copies. 

Sunday  Press. 

Sunday  Republic,  2  copies. 

Sunday  Times,  2  copies. 

Sunday  Transcript,  2  copies. 
Sunday  World,  gift. 

Temperance  Blessing,  gift. 

U.  S.  Journal,  gift. 

Railway  World. 

Germantown  Telegraph. 

West  Chester  Village  Record. 

West  Chester  Jeffersonian,  gift. 
Altoona  Tribune,  gift. 

Allegheny  Mail,  gift. 

Bristol  Observer,  gift. 

Bloomsburg  Republican,  gift. 

Bucks  County  Intelligencer,  gift. 
Bucks  County  Gazette,  gift. 
Chambersburg  Public  Opinion,  gift. 
Chester  News,  gift. 

Columbia  Courant,  gift. 

Doylestown  Democrat,  gift. 
Harrisburg  Morning  Patriot. 
Harrisburg  Telegraph. 

Pittsburgh  Commercial. 
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Pittsburgh  American  Manufacturer, 

gift- 

Huntingdon  Journal,  gift. 

Montour  American,  gift. 

Mauch  Chunk  Coal  Gazette,  gift. 
Marietta  Register,  gift. 

Marietta  Times,  gift. 

New  Holland  Clarion,  gift. 

New  Bloomfield  Times,  gift. 
Norristown  Herald,  gift. 

Lancaster  Examiner  and  Express. 
Reading  Eagle. 

Crawford  Journal,  gift. 

Delaware  County  Advocate,  gift. 
Delaware  County  American,  gift. 
Delaware  County  Democrat,  gift. 
Delaware  County  Republican. 

Erie  Dispatch. 

Hatboro  Public  Spirit,  gift. 

Miners’  Journal,  Pottsville. 

Scranton  Republican. 

Scranton  Times,  gift. 

Titusville  Herald. 

National  Defender,  gift. 

Moravian. 

Wilkesbarre  Record  of  the  Times. 
York  Dem.  Press,  gift. 

York  Dispatch,  gift. 

MAINE. 

Portland  Argus. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Cheshire  Republican,  gift. 
Independent  Statesman. 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Watchman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

Boston  Daily  Journal. 

Boston  Post. 

Boston  Commonwealth. 

Boston  Commercial  Bulletin. 

Congregationalism 

New  Bedford  Mercury. 

Springfield  Republican. 


Springfield  Herald  of  Life,  gift. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence  Journal, 

CONNEOTIOUT, 

Hartford  Courant. 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier. 
Danbury  News. 

NEW  YORK. 

N.  Y.  Herald,  3  copies. 

“  Times,  2  copies. 

“  Tribune,  3  copies. 

“  Evening  Mail. 

“  Evening  Express. 

“  Commercial  Advertiser. 

“  Evening  Post. 

“  Journal  of  Commerce. 

“  Sun,  2  copies. 

“  World,  3  copies. 

“  Ledger. 

“  Evangelist. 

“  Observer. 

“  Tablet. 

American  Gas-Light  Journal,  gift. 
Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Christian  Union. 

Church  Journal. 

Commercial  and  Fman.  Chronicle. 
Courrier  des  Etats-Unis. 

Examiner  and  Chronicle. 

Freeman’s  Journal. 

Gerner’s  Civilization,  gift. 

The  Graphic,  2  copies. 

Hassler’s  Financial  Report,  gift. 
Independent. 

The  Iron  Age. 

Irish  World,  gift. 

Jewish  Messenger,  gift. 

Methodist. 

National  Temperance  Advocate. 
Shipping  and  Commercial  List. 

The  South,  gift. 

Spirit  of  the  Times. 

Turf,  Field  and  Farm. 

U.  S.  Economist  and  Dry  Goods  Re¬ 
porter. 
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Albany  Evening  Journal. 
Albany  Atlas  and  Argus. 

Elmira  Advertiser,  gift. 

Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser. 
Rochester  Democrat. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Beverly  Visitor,  gift. 

Bridgeton  Chronicle. 

Camden  Democrat. 

Gloucester  City  Reporter,  gift. 
Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 
Paterson  Press. 

Mount  Holly  Mirror,  gift. 
Passaic  Item,  gift. 

Atlantic  County  Review,  gift. 
Trenton  State  Gazette. 

Cape  May  Wave,  gift. 

Salem  Standard,  gift. 

West  Jersey  Press. 

Woodbury  Constitution. 
Woodstown  Register,  gift. 

DELAWARE. 

Dover  Delawarean,  gift. 
Wilmington  Commercial. 
Wilmington  Herald,  gift. 
Delaware  Tribune,  gift. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore  American. 

Baltimore  Gazette. 

Baltimore  Sun. 

Cumberland  Alleganian,  gift. 
Methodist  Protestant. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Congressional  Record. 
Washington's  tar. 

Washington  Sentinel,  gift. 

The  Capitol. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk  Virgin  ian. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Wheeling  Intelligencer. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Raleigh  News. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

GEORGIA 

Savannah  News. 

Atlanta  Constitution. 

ALABAMA. 

Mobile  Register. 

Montgomery  Advertiser  and  Mail. 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans  Picayune. 

TEXAS. 

Galveston  Civilian,  gift. 

Galveston  News. 

San  Antonio  Plerald. 

ARKANSAS. 

Arkansas  Gazette. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis  Avalanche. 

Nashville  American. 

Jonesborough  Herald. 

KENTUCKY. 

I  Louisville  Courier-Journal. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati  Commercial. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Cincinnati  Inquirer. 

Cincinnati  Volksfreund,  gift. 
Columbus  Dispatch,  gift. 

Cleveland  Herald. 

Ohio  Statesman. 

Toledo  Blade. 

MICHIGAN. 

Detroit  Advertiser  and  Tribune. 

|  Ontonagon  Miner. 

INDIANA. 

I 

Indianapolis  Daily  Journal. 

:  The  People. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

Chicago  Daily  Times. 

The  Advance. 
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Journal  of  Commerce,  gift. 
Christian  Cynosure,  gift. 

Illinois  State  Journal. 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee  Sentinel. 

Fon  Du  Lac  Reporter. 

MINNESOTA. 

St.  Paul  Pioneer. 

Duluth  Tribune. 

IOWA, 

Davenport  Daily  Gazette. 
Dubuque  Times. 

Burlington  Gazette,  gift. 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat. 
Republican. 

Journal,  gift. 

Kansas  City  Journal  of  Commerce. 

KANSAS. 

Leavenworth  Times. 

Kansas  Commonwealth. 

Western  Home  Journal. 

Wichita  Eagle. 

ARIZONA.  • 

Arizona  Miner. 

COLORADO. 

Rocky  Mountain  Herald,  gift. 
Rocky  Mountain  News. 

Greeley  Tribune. 

NEBRASKA. 

Omaha  Daily  Bee,  gift. 

DAKOTA. 

Press  and  Dakotian. 

Plattsmouth  Watchman,  gift. 

IDAHO. 

Idaho  World. 

MONTANA. 

Helena  Herald. 

NEW  MEXICO, 

Grant  County  Herald,  gift. 


WASHINGTON. 

Olympia  Tribune. 

UTAH, 

Deseret  News. 

Salt  Lake  Herald. 

WYOMING. 

Cheyenne  Leader. 

Evanston  Age,  gift. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

Cherokee  Advocate. 

OREGON. 

Portland  Oregonian. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Alta  Califoi  •nia. 

Commercial  Herald  and  Market  Re¬ 
view. 

J  Sacramento  Union, 
j  California  Farmer. 

|  News  Letter,  gift. 

CANADA. 

j  Toronto  Leader. 

|  Montreal  Witness. 

Quebec  Gazette, 
j  Halifax  Chronicle. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

London  Daily  Times. 

London  Daily  Telegraph, 
j  London  Daily  News. 

I  Anglo-American  Times. 

|  Bell’s  Life  in  London, 
j  Capital  and  Labour,  gift. 
j  Economist. 

Examiner  and  London  Review. 

1  Investor’s  Monthly,  gift. 

Lloyd’s  Weekly  Newspaper. 
Manchester  Friend. 

Manchester  Times. 

Mark  Lane  Express. 

Public  Opinion. 

Liverpool  Mercury. 

Edinburgh  Scotsman. 

Belfast  Whig. 
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Dublin  Nation. 
Londonderry  Journal,  gift. 

PRANCE, 

La  Press  e. 

American  Register. 

BELGIUM. 

Independence  Beige. 


GERMANY. 

Allgemeine  Zeitnng. 

AUSTRALASIA. 

Auckland  Herald. 
Melbourne  Age. 

JAPAN. 

Japan  Mail. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS 

KEPT  IN  THE 

LOWER  READING  ROOM. 


The  Numbers  designate  the  Compartments  in  which  they  are  kept, 
are  given  by  the  Publishers. 


Those  marked 

121  Academy. 

2  All  the  Year  Round. 

3  Aldine. 

122  American  Agriculturist. 

9  American  Architect. 

4  American  Bibliopolist. 

6  American  Bookseller. 

5  American  Catholic  Quarterly 

Review. 

124  American  Journal  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

7  American  Church  Review. 

8  *  American  Journal  of  Homeo¬ 

pathic  Materia  Medica. 

10  American  Journal  of  Medical 

Sciences. 

11  American  Journal  of  Science 

and  Art. 

12  American  Journal  of  Phar¬ 

macy. 

13  American  Law  Review. 


14  American  Naturalist. 

16  Annales  do  Chimie  et  de  Phy¬ 

sique. 

17  Annales  d’Hygifene  Publique. 

20  Appleton’s  R.  R.  Guide. 

21  Appleton’s  Journal. 

22  Argosy. 

23  Art  Journal,  London. 

24  Art  Journal,  N.  Y. 

127  Athenaeum. 

25  Atlantic  Monthly. 

26  Baily’s  Monthly. 

27  Banker’s  Magazine,  N.  Y. 

29  Banker’s  Magazine,  Lond. 

32  Belgravia. 

34  Bibliophile  Beige. 

35  Bibliotheca  Sacra. 

37  Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

38  Bookbuyer. 

40  Bookseller. 

41  Bookworm. 
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129  British  Journal  of  Photography 

43  British  Quarterly  Review. 

130  Builder. 

42  Building  News. 

44  Catholic  World. 

46  Chambers’  Journal. 

131  Chemical  News. 

132  ^Child’s  World. 

47  Christian  Observer. 

49  Church  of  England  Magazine. 

50  Colburn’s  New  Monthly  Maga¬ 

zine. 

52  Colburn’s  United  Service  Maga¬ 

zine. 

133  Comptes  Rendus 

53  Contemporary  Review. 

55  Cornhill  Magazine. 

56  Cosmos. 

58  Country  Gentleman’s  Maga¬ 

zine. 

134  Cultivator,  or  Country  Gentle¬ 

man. 

59  Dublin  Review. 

61  Dublin  University  Magazine. 

135  Dwight’s  Journal  of  Music. 

62  Edinburgh  Review. 

64  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine. 

65  Eclectic  Magazine. 

136  Engineer. 

137  Engineer  and  Mining  Journal. 

67  Englishwoman’s  Domestic  Mag¬ 

azine. 

68  Every  Boy’s  Magazine. 

138  The  Field. 

140^  Fliegende  Blatter. 

70  Floral  World. 

139  Forest  and  Stream. 

71  Fors  Clavigera. 

73  Fortnightly  Review. 

140  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News¬ 

paper. 

74  Fraser’s  Magazine. 

76  Friends’  Intelligencer. 

77  Friends’  Review. 

141  Fun. 

80  Gardener’s  Monthly. 


Die  Gartenlaube. 

Gentlemen’s  Magazine. 
Geographical  Magazine. 
Godey’s  Lady’s  Book. 

Good  Words. 

Graphic,  Eng. 

Ulahnemannian  Monthly. 
Hall’s  Journal  of  Health. 
Hardwicke’s  Science  Gossip. 
Harper’s  Bazar. 

Harper’s  New  Monthly  Maga¬ 
zine. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

^Health  Reformer. 

Herald  and  Genealogist. 

Home  Journal. 

Home  Magazine. 

Illustrated  Christian  Weekly. 
Illustrated  London  News. 
L’Llustration. 

Illustrirte  Zeitung. 
International  Review. 

Journal  of  the  Anthropologi¬ 
cal  Institute. 

Journal  of  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti¬ 
tute. 

Journal  of  Horticulture. 
Journal  of  Mental  Science. 
Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society. 

Kladderadatsch. 

Land  and  Water. 

Le  Monde  Illustrb. 

Leisure  Hour. 

Library  Journal. 

Library  Table. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 
Literary  World. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London,  Edinburgh  and  Dub¬ 
lin  Philosophical  Magazine. 
London  Lancet. 

London  Quarterly  Review. 
London  Society. 


142 

82 

81 

83 

85 

143 

86 

88 

S9 

144 

91 

145 

92 

94 

96 

97 

146 

147 

148 

149 

100 

101 

103 

106 

151 

107 

109 

152 

153 

154 

177 

150 

157 

180 

155 

1S1 

183 

184 

186 

187 
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189  Macmillan’s  Magazine. 

192  Magazine  of  Am.  History. 

190  Magasin  Pittoresque. 

106  Manufacturer  and  Builder. 

103  Medical  News  and  Library. 

158  Medical  Times. 

105  ^Medical  and  Surgical  .Reporter. 
196  Mercersburg  Review. 

198  Memoirs  of  the  Boston  Society 
of  Natural  History. 

203  Metallurgical  Review. 

201  Methodist  Quarterly  Review. 

202  Mind. 

204  Monthly  Abstract  of  Medical 

Science. 

159  Nation. 

205  National  Quarterly  Review. 

161  Nature. 

210  N.  E.  Historical  and  Genealo¬ 

gical  Register. 

160  New  Eng.  Jour,  of  Education. 

207  New  Englander. 

208  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

209  Nineteenth  Century. 

211  North  American  Review. 

213  Notes  and  Queries. 

216  Once-a-week. 

162  Orchestra. 

1 68 J  Our  Dumb  Animals. 

164  Pall  Mall  Budget. 

165  Paper  and  Printing  Trade  Jour, 

217  ^Patent  Right  Gazette. 

224  Penn.  Magazine. 

219  Penn  Monthly. 

220  Peterson’s  Magazine. 

221  *Phila.  Druggist  and  Chemist. 

222  Philadelphia  Photographer. 

223  Phonetic  Journal. 

225  Phrenological  Journal. 

163  Pictorial  World. 

166  Polytechnic  Review. 

226  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

228  Popular  Science  Review. 

229  Portfolio. 

231  Potter’s  American  Monthly. 

167  Practical  Magazine. 


232  Princeton  Review. 

234  ^Printers’  Circular. 

168  Printers’  Register. 

168  Printing  Times  and  Litho¬ 

grapher. 

235  Proceedings  of  the  Academy 

of  Natural  Sciences. 

237  Proceedings  of  the  Boston  So¬ 

ciety  of  Nat.  Hist. 

238  "Proof  Sheet. 

240  Prophetic  Times. 

241  Publisher’s  Circular. 

243  Publisher’s  Weekly. 

169  Punch. 

244  Quarterly  Jour,  of  Science. 

246  Quarterly  Jour,  of  Microscopi¬ 

cal  Science. 

247  Quarterly  Review. 

249  ^Record  of  Presbyterian  Church. 
252  Revue  des  deux  Monties. 
160J"Robinson’s  Epitome  of  Litera¬ 
ture. 

255  Rural  Carolinian. 

257  St.  James’  Magazine. 

258  St.  Nicholas. 

170  Saturday  Review. 

171  Scientific  American. 

261  Scribner's  Monthly. 

262  '"'Semi-Tropical. 

264  Serapium. 

263  Southern  Historical  Papers. 

265  Southern  Review. 

172  Spectator. 

267  Sunday  Afternoon. 

270  Sunday  at  Home. 

271  Sunday  Magazine. 

173  ^Sunday-School  World. 

273  Sword  and  Trowel. 

276  Temple  Bar. 

277  Traveler’s  Official  Guide. 

279  TrUbner’s  American  and  Orien¬ 

tal  Literary  Record. 

174  -Typographical  Advertiser. 

172£  Ueber  Land  und  Meer. 

284  ^Unitarian  Review. 

280  U.  S.  Official  Postal  Guide. 
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282  University  Magazine. 
176  Vanity  Fair. 

283  Victoria  Magazine. 


285  *Voice  of  Peace. 

288  Westminster  Review. 

289  Woman’s  Journal. 


1761  Woman’s  Word. 


DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


Paul  JBeck,  Jr.,  Interest  of  Fund . $  6  00 

Thomas  P.  Cope,  “  “  60  00 

Samuel  C.  Morton.  “  “  33  75 

S.  Morris  Wain,  ’  “  “  . • .  42  00 

I.  V.  Williamson,  “  “  649  50 


»  1 

Astor  Library .  1 

Agnew,  Samuel .  1 

Baldwin,  O.  S .  1 

Becker,  Prof.  Geo .  2 

Bennett,  Dr.  G .  1 

Bigelow,  E.  B .  1 

Boston  City .  1 

Public  Library .  2  1 

Record  Commis .  1 

Brainerd,  Armstrong  &  Co.  ..  1 

Brazil,  Sec.  Legation .  3 

Brooklyn  Merc.  Lib.  Asso. ...  1 

Brunner,  A.  A .  3 

Buffalo  Y.  Men’s  Asso .  1 

Bunker  Hill  Mon.  Asso  ....  2 

Burley,  S.  W .  1 

Chicago  Public  Library.  1 

Cincinnati  Merc.  Library.  1 

Cobden  Club .  1 

Collins  &  McLeester .  1 

Earnshaw,  Rev.  Wm .  .  1 

Eaton,  Hon.  John .  1 

Elkin,  Lewis .  1 

Estey  &  Co.,  J .  1 


Parnell.  Vols. 


Evans,  Oliver . . .  . .  1 

Furness,  H.  H .  7 

Girard  Fire  Ins.  Co .  1 

Hall,  G.  W .  3  11 

Halliwell-Phillips,  J.  O .  4 

Harrison,  Geo.  L .  1 

Hart,  Chas.  H .  1 

Harvard  College .  5 

Hickman,  R.  H .  1 

Hodge,  H.  Lenox .  1 

Humphreys,  A.  A .  5 

Illinois  Sec.  of  State .  1 

Index  Asso .  1 

Japan .  1 

Jones,  H.  G .  1 

Knox,  Hon.  John  J .  2 

Me  Fadden,  W.  H .  1 

Macmillan  &  Co .  1 

Maisch,  J.  M .  1 

Mann,  Wm.  B .  1 

Mass.  Bureau  of  Statistics.  . .  1 

“  R.  R.  Com .  2  4 

“  Ins.  Com .  6 

Men  a  min,  R.  S .  1 


24 


Painph.  Yols. 


XTiJUO,  V.  IV . 

Merc.  Library,  N.  Y . 

1 

1 

Mockridge,  E.  T . 

9 

Munzinger,  Mrs.  P . 

i 

Nevins,  D.  B.  B . 

8 

New  Bedford . 

i 

Nicholson,  Jas.  B  . 

3 

Nicholson,  John  P . 

1 

Ohio,  State  of . 

1 

4 

Ohio  State  Library . 

Orr,  Hector . 

1 

1 

Orvig,  J.  II . 

1 

Paist,  J.  PI . 

4 

Pennsylvania  . . . 

9 

Board  of  State  Charities . 

l 

Phila.  Liberal  League  .... 

l 

Phila.  City  Trust . 

2 

Pike,  Jas.  S . 

l 

Pinkerton,  John  P . 

1 

Pipes,  W.  A . . 

2 

Providence  Athenreum .... 

1 

Railway  World  Publisher. 

9 

Roberts,  Wm . 

i 

St.  Louis  Merc.  Lib.  Asso. 

1 

Spofford,  A.  R . 

1 

Publishers  of  various  Newspapers  and 


Pamph.  Vols. 


Second  Pres.  Church,  Phila  . .  2 

Sotheran  &  Co .  p 

Stole  ley,  Hon.  W.  S .  2 

Turnpenny,  Jos.  C .  l 

U.  S.  Adj.  Gen .  i 

Bureau  of  Nav .  2 

Coast  Survey .  j 

Com.  of  Pat .  i 

Com.  Gen .  p 

Sec.  Interior .  13  n 

Observatory .  i 

Ordnance  Dep .  p 

Paymaster  Gen .  6  1 

Quartermaster  Gen .  1 

Sec.  of  State .  3 

Smithsonian  Inst .  9 

Treas.  Dep .  3 

War  Dep .  l 

Ward,  Hon.  E .  l 

Welsh,  Hon.  John .  1 

Woodbridge,  W.  E .  1 

Woodward,  Wm.  G .  1 

Worcester  Free  Library .. .  1 

Yale  College .  1 


Periodicals,  as  indicated  on  pages  10-25. 


Mercantile  Library, 

Tenth  Street,  shave  Chestnut. 


TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP, 

INCLUDING  USE  OF  LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

Price  of  shares,  Ten  Dollars,  with  an  annual  tax  of  four  dollars. 
Annual  tax  to  subscribers,  Six  Dollars. 

Life  Membership,  Forty  Dollars. 

Perpetual  Membership,  One  Hundred  Dollars. 

THE  LIBRARY 

now  contains  over  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY  THOUSAND 

volumes,  including  the  best  books  in  all  departments  of  literature  and 
science,  and  additions  are  made  of  New  Works  every  week.  Many 
copies  of  popular  books  are  purchased.  Books  are  delivered  at  the 
residence  of  members  for  five  cents  each.  Open  every  day  from  9  A.  M. 
to  10  P.  M. 

THE  READING  ROOMS 

are  regularly  and  promptly  supplied  with  more  than  Five  Hundred 
American  and  Foreign  Magazines,  Reviews  and  Newspapers.  The 
Chess  Room  is  furnished  with  Twenty-four  tables.  Open  from  7I 
A.  M.  to  10  P.  M. 

The  Rooms  (except  the  Chess  Room),  are  open  on  Sunday  from  9 
A.  M.  to  10  P.  M. 


BOOKS  ARE  LOANED 

to  non-members  on  deposit  of  their  value  and  a  small  weekly  charge. 


